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MIDDLET WN — Bids for .a
$300,000 to "$350,000 dormitory for,
Missile ;Master wﬂl be opened
Tuesday morning.

It  will.yrepresent the Jatest
though ‘not final, step in construc-
tion of the $21/z million Army-Air
Force’ pro;eéL here,: desxgned to co-
ordinate operations ‘of the six Njke
guided ‘“missile battalions in the’
New York aif :defense area.

‘Constructlon work is jabout two-
thirds completed » ; "

The pulldmgs -are ‘going up 3n
the de'dletown-nghlands hills, sit-
uated betweén’ Highlands and Lo-
cust. Two hundred twenty-s1x acres
of 'the 230-acre site are’ m,Mld-
diétowp.;\

THe base will be oze of the links
in SAGE (semi-automatic ground
environment, centerg the Air|
Force’s natxonw1de etection net-
work, with headquarters at Col-
orado Springs, Colo. .

¢ Oﬁerations Center-

The local installation will fea-
ture an operations center, a 175x185
foot masonry structure, to cost $1,-
711,242, Isaac Dengenaars Co., Inc.,
Midland Park, is the contractor.

The center will have four giant
radar towers, a control room, con-
ference chamber and warehouse
and will be fully air-conditioned.

These additional facilities are in-
cluded in the plan:

A powerhouse with two 1,000-kil-
owatt generators, seven under-
ground water storage tanks, a 210,
000-gallon reservoir, a sewage dis-
posal plant, recreation building,
rmess hall, dormitory and housing
facilities.

The dormitory is designed to ac-
commodate 200 Army enlisted men.
It will be three stories in height,
205 feet long and 40 feet wide.

Regarding housing for married
men to be assigned to the new in-
stallation, officials said this week
that it may be a year or more be-
fore the problem is solved.

No Funds

liaison officer to the Army, report-
ed that funds for a housing project
have been deleted from the 1959

Capt. Grant I. Lasher, 52d Bri-
gade public information officer, told
The Register, that 224 officers, war-
rant officers and enlisted men "will
be transferred from .Fort Wads-

Lt. Col. John Whitlock, Air Force |.

wotth, Staten Island, fo the new

base here. *
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The new Army-Air Force ‘Missile Master Base, sifuated in Middletown and High-
lands, near Locust, will feature four giant radar towers and on-premise utilities. The
main section-of the base is shown above in a photo taken this week. Work is to be com-

pleted before the end of the year.

Part of the operations center, a structure of solid

concrete walls, is in the foreground. The two units at the top center will house the tele-
phone system and a power generator. The adjacent unit will enclose the heating plant.
A part of the New York coastal harbor artillery defense system -was formerly located

near the same site.

Army officials indicated that the
family men from Fort Wadsworth
probably will have to commute un-
til the housing problem is solved.

Meantime, Board of Education of-

ficials in Middletown and Highlands
are studying ways and means of
obtaining additional federal aid to
offset educational costs when serv-
ice personnel children enter the lo-
cal schools.
Capt. Lasher has estimated that
there are 310 children in the fami-
lies to be transferred from Fort
Wadsworth.

Highlands Mayor Corneilus J,
Guiney, Jr., has'taken a strong
stand in the school matter. He has
pointed out that if the housing proj-
ect is located on the Highlands side
the additional children would near-
ly ‘double the Highlands school en-
rollment.

‘

Need Federal Aid

“We are not in a position, with-
out federal aid,” he said Monday,
“to build a new school for service
personnel. Without aid, we would
have to refuse to accept the pu-
pils.”

Middletown school officials have
also indicated that federal aid
would be required to handle serv-
ice enrollment, but that unless new
legislation is adopted by Congress
there “is little hope for obtaining
t ”

Said Jamés W. Davidheiser, Mid-
dletown board secretary, “This is

going tobe a very serious problem, |

So far, our board attorney, Law-
rence A, Carton, Jr., has found no
solution, There is a moral obli-
gation here, that is true, but ‘we
also have an obhgatxon to our {ax-
payers.”
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, He’sald that under existing legi:
lation the board can not qualif
for federal aild for new construt
tion. Next year, there will be &
double-session classes in the towr
ship school system,

Army spokesmen said this wee
that there is no ready-made answe
to the school problem but that talk
will be held in the riear future wit
municipal officials in an attemg
to reach “an equitable solution.
The possibility of new federal legit
lation was termed “unlikely &
this time.” )

Mayor Guiney said he does nc
believe it would be practical fo
service personnel to attempt t
commute between Fort Wadswort
and the new installation. .

#It is more likely,) he $aic
"that they will seek rental fJacxl‘
tles in this area.”




